
 

 

 

 

Kathy Ashmore: Volunteers of Dalian 

By: Susanne Smith 

 

There are over 75,000 migrant primary school students in Dalian striving to learn 

spoken English.  Kathy Ashmore, an expat from Ireland, is passionate about helping 

these students achieve their full potential. She is a Mother’s English volunteer and 

devotes her Wednesday mornings teaching migrant students conversational English. 

Mother’s English is a western designed volunteer group that is focused on providing 

high quality English speaking and listening assistance to migrant students in Dalian’s 

primary classrooms. Kathy teaches conversational English through a free program 

sponsored by IKEA. The program is targeted for students of IKEA’s migrant employees 

at Gong Ren Cun primary school. Mother’s English works closely with Chinese English 

teachers around the Chinese English curriculum to enhance student learning and test 

scores. 

Standing in front of classroom full of thirty or more students eager to practice their new 

English words can quickly get loud. But Kathy’s calm and patient personality has earned 

her the trust and respect of her students. The lessons are fun but structured. She uses 

a beach ball to keep the children focused and actively learning. For example, after a 

student excitedly shouts an answer out without being called on, Kathy throws the beach 

ball to another student and asks “Can you hear the teacher when others yell?” The 

student responds, “I cannot hear the teacher.” Kathy easily refocuses the class toward 

learning the verbs “hear” and “listen.” The student who interrupted smiles and waits for 

her turn with the beach ball. Redirection has become part of the lesson. 

Kathy likes challenges and is not easily overwhelmed. Back in Ireland she worked with 

special needs children as a volunteer. “It was a challenge but I learned new skills while 

making new friends and it felt good to know I was making a small difference, enabling 

students to acquire knowledge and develop new abilities,”  says Kathy. 

When she’s not teaching at Gong Ren Cun she likes to teach English to the 

kindergarteners at the Dalian orphanage. For Kathy, volunteering is a way to make 

Dalian feel like home. “I see life from a local perspective rather than a foreigner when I 

volunteer,” says Kathy. “It’s also a great way to meet other volunteers from other parts 

of the world.” 



Kathy’s calm and thoughtful personality can be misleading. She has a passion for life 

and rarely slows down. When she’s not volunteering with Mother’s English or the Dalian 

orphanage she is studying Mandarin, practicing yoga, attending Chinese painting class 

or traveling around China. It’s rare to find Kathy with an empty social calendar. 

She’s thankful for the opportunity to volunteer in Dalian. “I have such a sense of 

achievement after a morning teaching. The students are fantastic and always excited to 

see me. Their smiles and enthusiasm are contagious!” says Kathy. 

Kathy believes her strongest skill in the classroom is that of role model and she knows 

she is planting the seeds that will grow future volunteers. “Volunteering has a positive 

impact on society and is a good role model for students who will one day be active 

members in their community,” says Kathy. “Maybe these students will feel the need to 

help others one day. That’s how communities grow.” 

 

 
Mother’s English (ME) is program designed to help primary school children, without 

access to adequate English programs, to hear and speak English. The program is 

currently seeking native and/or fluent English speaking adult and youth volunteers to 

help in the classroom. Not all volunteers work with children. There is also a need for 

administrative volunteers in the fields of public relations, graphics and finance. For more 

information on how to get involved in your community and develop new skills, please 

contact: Rochelle Mathias at 188-4113-8231 or WeChat ID: RochelleMathais.  

  


